
Faceless Killers (Swedish: 
Mördare utan ansikte) is a 
1991 crime novel by the 
Swedish writer Henning 
Mankell, and the first in his 
acc l a imed  Wal l ande r 
series. 
Inside an almost isolated 
S k å n e  f a r m h o u s e  i n 
Lunnarp, an old man, 
Johannes Lövgren,  is 
tortured to death and his 
w i f e  Mar i a  s avage ly 
beaten and left for dead with a 
noose around her neck. Inspector 
Kurt Wallander, a forty-two-year-
old Ystad police detective, is put 
on the case with his team: 
Rydberg, an aging detective with 
rheumatism; Martinsson, a 29-
year-old rookie; Naslund, a 
thirty-year veteran; Svedberg, a 

May 2025 b a l d i n g ,  f o r t y -
something-year-old 
detective; Hansson and 
Peters. Maria Lovgren 
is taken to hospital, but 
dies anyway. Her last 
word: "foreign".
Ry d b e rg  h a s  b e e n 
examining the noose 
around Mrs Lovgren's 
neck and "has never 
seen one like it before”. 
He thinks that Mrs 
Lovgren's last word is 

accurate, and that the murderers are 
foreign. But his conclusion leads to 
several racially-motivated attacks 
after the information is leaked to the 
press.

H e n n i n g  G e o r g 
Mankell  (born 3 
February 1948, died 
5 October 2015) 
w a s  a  S w e d i s h 
c r i m e  w r i t e r , 
children's author, 
and dramatist, best 
known for a series 
of mystery novels 
starring his most 
n o t e d  c r e a t i o n , 
I n s p e c t o r  K u r t 
Wallander. He also 
wrote a number of plays and screenplays for 
television.

He was a left-wing social critic and activist. In 
his books and plays, he constantly highlighted 
social inequality issues and injustices in 
Sweden and abroad.  
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