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Little Finn lives with his mother in 
an apartment in a working-class 
suburb of Oslo. Life is a struggle to 
make ends meet, but he does not 
mind. When his mother decides to 
take a lodger to help pay the bills, he 
watches with interest as she freshens 
up their small apartment with new 
wallpaper and a sofa paid for in 
installments. He befriends their new 
male lodger, whose television is 
more tempting to him than his 
mother would like.

When a half sister whom he never knew joins the 
household, Finn takes her under his wing over an 
everlasting summer on Håøya Island. But he can't 
understand why everyone thinks his new sister is so 
different from every other child. Nor can he fathom his 
mother's painful secret, one that pushes them ever farther 
apart. As summer comes to a close, Finn must attempt to 
grasp the incomprehensible adult world and his place 
within it.

Roy Jacobsen (born 1954 in 
Oslo) is  a Norwegian 
novelist and short-story 
w r i t e r.  H e  m a d e  h i s 
publishing début in 1982 
w i t h  t h e  s h o r t - s t o r y 
collection Fangeliv (Prison 
Life).

Jacobsen grew up in a 
suburb of Oslo located in 
the Groruddalen (Grorud 
val ley) .  In  h is  teens , 
Jacobsen was a member of the criminal "Årvoll gang". At 
age 16 he was arrested by the police and kept in solitary 
confinement for 35 days. He was subsequently convicted of 
among other things weapons offences and theft, and given a 
six-month suspended sentence.

He has held a number of occupations, even subsequent to 
his debut as a novelist in 1982. Since 1990 he has been a 
full-time author. From 1979 to 1986 he lived at his mother's 
homestead at Solfjellsjøen in the municipality of Dønna in 
the northern Norwegian county of Nordland.
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