
From the CWA Gold Dagger-winning 
author of the Reykjavík Murder 
Mystery series comes an international 
thriller sweeping from modern Iceland 
to America and Nazi Germany at the end 
of World War II. 1945: A German 
bomber flies over Iceland in a blizzard; 
the crew have lost their way and 
eventually crash on the Vatnajökull 
g lac ie r,  the  l a rges t  in  Europe . 
Puzzlingly, there are both German and 
American officers on board. One of the 

senior German officers claims that their best chance of 
survival is to try to walk to the nearest farm and sets off, a 
briefcase handcuffed to his wrist. He soon disappears into 
the white vastness. 1999, mid-winter, and the US Army is 
secretively trying to remove an aeroplane from the 
Vatnajökull glacier. By coincidence two young Icelanders 
become involved--but will pay with their lives. Before 
they are captured, one of the two contacts his sister, 
Kristin, who will not rest until she discovers the truth of 
her brother's fate. Her pursuit puts her in great danger, 
leading her, finally, to a remote island off Argentina in 
search of the key to the riddle about Operation Napoleon.
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Arnaldur Indriðason; born 28 
January 1961 in Reykjavik,  is an 
Icelandic writer of crime fiction; 
his most popular series features 
the  p ro tagon i s t  De tec t ive 
Erlendur.
He worked as a journalist for the 
newspaper Morgunblaðið from 
1981 to 1982, and later as a 
freelance writer. From 1986 to 
2001, he was a film critic for 
Morgunblaðið.
His first book, Sons of Earth (Synir duftsins) came out in 1997, 
the first in the series with Detective Erlendur. The first two 
novels in the series have not yet been translated into English. As 
of 2013, the series included 14 novels. Arnaldur is considered 
one of the most popular writers in Iceland in recent years — 
topping bestseller lists time and again. In 2004, his books were 7 
of the 10 most popular titles borrowed in Reykjavík City 
Library. In 2006, his Erlendur novel Mýrin was made into a 
film, known internationally as Jar City, by Icelandic director 
Baltasar Kormákur.
The 2023 film Operation Napoleon is based on Indriðason's 
novel of the same name.
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